
2017 Spring Trout Challenge Rules (Sunday April 9th)  
1. Open tournament but all participates are encouraged to be EPSFA members.  
2. Individuals that have had their memberships terminated or suspended by the EPSFA are unable to compete in this event.  
Anyone caught cheating in EPSFA tournaments or any other fishing related competitions may be exempt from  
entering any EPSFA events.  
3. A $ 250.00 entry fee must be paid prior to start of tournament. Big Fish for the event will be awarded 250.00. Big fish will be determined  
by weight. Payment is due by close of business Friday, April 7th, 2017 at 4:00 pm. Payments can be sent to EPSFA or delivered in 
person at Fish USA 6960 West Ridge Rd Fairview PA 16415 during business hours. Ask for Doug. NO entries will be  

accepted the day of the event. Post mark before 4/7. Check or money order is payable to EPSFA. P.O. Box 3341 Erie, PA 16508. 
There will be NO captains meeting. No refunds after April 7, 2016.  
4. This is a trolling tournament. Anglers must be in the act of trolling to participate in this event.  
5. Points will be awarded as follows: 10 points per fish and 1 point per pound.  
6. All fish must be 15” or larger. PFBC regulation is 15” minimum.  
7. A maximum of 6 legal fish can be brought to the weigh in. Steelhead, browns, palomino’s and salmon can be weighed in.  
(Lake Trout do not count) Do not bring more that 6 fish to the weigh in. Pick your 6 best fish when you return to the dock and bring  
those fish to the weigh in site. Tournament boats are allowed to keep their legal limit of trout/salmon per licensed angler if they  
choose to do so. Teams can choose to let fish go if they are unharmed.  
8. The weigh in site will be held at the Sloppy Duck Saloon/Jr’s By The Bay at 726 West Bayfront Parkway, Erie, PA 16507.  
9. Weigh-ins will begin at 2:30 pm and end at 3:00 pm. You must be in line to be weighed by 3:00 pm or your catch will be disqualified.  
10. The maximum rods allowed to be fished in this event will be (9), regardless of the number of people on board.  
11. PA Fish and Boat Commission rules apply to this event. A valid PA license and applicable permits are required.  
12. No fishing lines may enter the water until 7:00AM. The EPSFA will use satellite time (from GPS or cell phones) when determining  
start and end times. Planer boards can be deployed and electronics used prior to 7:00AM. NO STOP TIME. All coolers must be in   
line to be weighed prior to 3:00pm 
13. All teams must monitor channel 88 until 7:00am. In the event of delays or changes, the tournament committee must be able to  
contact all teams. Channel 88 will be used for tournament communication as needed. Tournament control can be reached at  
814-897-3119.  
14. Bad Weather: The tournament will be cancelled “only if” Hazardous conditions develop. Rough water will not be cause to  
cancel the event because the option to fish the Bay area is available; the Captain will ultimately be responsible for making the Team’s  
decision whether to fish that day or not. If conditions worsen as the day goes, that Team will have to decide whether it is safe to  
continue to stay out, if the Tournament is not cancelled.  
15. This is an “open communication” tournament. Teams can use cell phones, VHF radios or any other form of communication.  
16. There is no boat size restriction and all contestants must fish from a boat.  
17.   Coolers: All coolers brought to the scale shall be free of loose ice cubes and water. Block ice, bag ice or 
frozen containers is acceptable. A 25 point reduction penalty will be assessed against teams that violate 
this rule. It is the Captains responsibility to ensure that fish are free of ice or water prior to being brought to 
the weigh in. Fish will be checked for any foreign objects.  Foreign objects found in or on fish may result in 
the team being disqualified.. 

18. Anyone caught cheating or in violation of these rules will be disqualified. No entry fees will be returned and that Captain may be  
banned from any future EPSFA fishing competitions.  
19. Protests and complaints must be made by 3:00pm and voiced to a member of the EPSFA rules committee. A $100.00 protest fee  
may be required by the tournament committee. Protests are only refundable if the protest is won by the protesting team. 
20. All decisions made by the tournament chairman or rules committee are final.  
21. A minimum of (2) people per boat must participate. There is no maximum limit.  
22. There will be 3 winners based on 15 teams. Payout will be as follows: 1st place= 50% 2nd place= 30% 3rd place= 20% after  
expenses. If there are 16 teams or more, the payout will be: 1st place= 40% 2nd place= 25% 3rd place= 20%, 4th place=10% and  
5th place=5% after expenses. Ties will be broken by weighing the teams big fish.  
23. There are no departure restrictions, except all boats Must depart from PA waters of Lake Erie. Teams may leave any port/launch  
ramp in Pennsylvania. However, all fishing is confined to Pennsylvania Lake Erie waters.  
24. Fishing is prohibited outside of Pennsylvania waters. If you are caught fishing outside of the PA water boundaries, your catch  
will be disqualified.  
25. No fishing in tributaries is permitted. (Including Walnut Creek, North East, and Lampe Basin)  
26. Awards will be handed out immediately following the event.  
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